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A Delicate Study on Mo Tzu’s Personality

In comparison with the earliest Chinese philosophers, Mo Tzu’s personality can be
considered great. However, it is just a general idea or an idea which is not entirely based
on a strict study of the facts. If we investigate his personality thoroughly, we can still find
a fundamental defect in his personality.

According to the author’s research into classical allusions, such as the words of Mo Tzu
and the books written by his contemporaries (the philosophers of the early Ch’in Dynasty), the
author first tries to point out the salvation spirit of Mo Tzu and his disciples, then carefully
appraises the type of Mo Tzu’s personaity, and illustrates the reason why his personality is
really great. Furthermore the author tries to illustrate why there must have been a fundamental
defect in his personality and then calls Mo Tzu “a sage with an inclined personality”.

Man is limited, therefore personality is never perfect. With regard to Mo Tzu’s perso-
nality, we must acknowledge its greatness as well as its defect. The author consides this
the best attitude toward the understanding of the classical minds. This essay aims at such
an attitude, and the main purpose of this essay is how to evaluate the ancient sages appro-
priately.



